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Metchosin Council Starts Anew

Allen Jones

The inaugural meeting of Council
began on November 7 with the
entrance of an honour guard of
fire fighters, Inspector Stephen
Rose, and Constable Kailyn
McDonald of Westshore RCMP,
and Chief Russ Chipps and
Councillor Traci-Lynn Pateman
from Sc’ianew First Nation, fol-
lowed by Mayor-Elect Little and
Councillors-Elect Donaldson,
Epp, Gray and Shukin. Fire Chief
Dunlop and a number of firefight-
ers stood at the back. Sparky the
Fire Hall cat (recovered from

an unfortunate encounter with

a dog) was also in attendance.
Interim CAOQO, Sue-Lin Tarnowski,
called the meeting to order and
oversaw the swearing of the Oath
of Office by each council member.

Mayor Little welcomed the
Metchosin community and other
attendees, including the delega-
tion from Sc’ianew (acknowl-
edging that the meeting took
place on the traditional territory
of the Sc’ianew people), mu-
nicipal staff, Chief Dunlop and
fire department members, the
RCMP officers, former Metchosin
councillors, families, neighbours,
and community. She noted that
members of her family were in
attendance via livestream from
locations on Vancouver Island,
across the continent and Europe.
She welcomed the new council,
saying that they have her utmost
respect.

Little noted that all council
members are committed to keep-
ing Metchosin rural. She spoke
about the importance of building
trust, holding respectful debate

and dialogue, and being open and
transparent. Council will aim

to begin strategic planning with
community involvement and the
Code of Conduct requires updat-
ing. While perspectives, ideas
and neighbourhood issues are
diverse, we have more in common
than anything else. Community
engagement and healthy com-
munications with neighbouring
communities will be welcomed.
Challenges are complex, includ-
ing mitigating climate change
and preserving a sustainable
community while preserving and
protecting environmental values.
Supporting sustainable agricul-
ture and small businesses, re-
specting and protecting residents,
and addressing policing costs,
fire hall restructuring, and other
financial concerns are additional
priorities.

Comments from Councillors
followed in a spirit that may give
hope for the future of the new
Council.

A week later, on November 14,
Council met again, following the
first ‘in camera’ meeting and a
Finance Committee meeting with
newly appointed Chair, Shelly
Donaldson. With Mayor Little
returning to the Chair, the council
meeting commenced. After public
participation, mainly concerning
old growth forest conservation (see
article on page 11), and other mat-
ters on the agenda, the Mayor laid
out the new committee structure
and members for this period of
office. Full details should be made
available on the www.metchosin.
ca website. Previously, Finance and
Environment had been a single
committee which is explained by
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The new Metchosin Council with CAO Sue-Lin Tarnowski. Barb Sawatsky photo

noting that the Chairperson was
Andy MacKinnon. Metchosin now
has a separate Finance Committee
and an Environment and

Natural Areas Committee (chair:
Councillor Gray). Councillor
Shukin chairs Community

Inaugural meeting: Clr. S. Donaldson, Clr. S. Epp, CAO S-L Tarnowski, Mayor M-T Little, Clr. S. Grey,

Clr. J. Shukin. Barb Sawatsky photo

Planning and Councillor
Epp chairs Public Works and
Protective Services.

After the fanfare of the
Inaugural Meeting, it is heads
down for the business in hand and
the Muse will follow with interest.

Editor’s note: Thanks go to APRM
whose excellent recorded notes
assisted in producing this article.

[

School District 62
Welcomes Trustees

The Board of Education of School District No. 62 (Sooke) comprises seven trustees

representing the following areas:

« Four trustees from Belmont Zone (Area 1) - Colwood, Highlands, Langford,

and Metchosin

o Three trustees from Milnes Landing Zone (Area 2) — Sooke, Port Renfrew

Trustees will be at-large, serving both zones for a four-year term (2022-2026).
Source: https://www.sd62.bc.ca/board-education/trustees

Left to right: Ravi Parmar, Chair; Trudy Spiller; Allison Watson; Cendra Beaton;
Amanda Dowhy, Vice Chair; Ebony Logins; and Chief Russ Chipps. School Board photo
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SUBMISSION DEADLINE
AND HOW TO SEND COPY

All articles and advertise-
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the month. Please send copy
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to: metchosinmuse@gmail.
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should be high resolution and
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ABOUT THE MUSE

The Metchosin Muse is a local
non-profit, arts, interests and
activities publication, produced
by the Metchosin Muse Society.
The opinions expressed in arti-
cles are those of the authors, not
the paper. The Muse endeavours
to promote respectful and open
dialogue in the community

and aims to interest a broad
cross-section of the residents of
Metchosin and Beecher Bay.

CURRENT CIRCULATION
2700

Visit our website!

www.metchosinmuse.ca

The Muse website provides a quick way to access Metchosin’s
monthly newspaper, and it allows those with vision challenges to
magnify the PDF files to a comfortable reading size. The current is-
sue and issues from past years are there, along with contact informa-
tion and information for submissions, advertisers, and deadlines.

NMuse Subscriptions

We can mail the Muse to you each
month for $35 a year if it is to be
posted to a Canadian address.

Please send your information
and cheque to the Head of our
Subscriptions Department:

Joan Bradley

10 Bradene Road
Victoria BC V9C 4B1
Tel: 250-478-3451

Or you can email us at:
metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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METCHOSIN MUSE AD RATES

Display Ad Sizes

1-5 Issues

6-11 Issues

Business Card
2col x 4" (4x4")
1/6pg

1/4pg

1/2pg

Insert (8.5 x 11")
Banner

Full Page
Subscription per year

$53.00

$84.00

$105.00
$158.00
$305.00
$280.00 n/a
$105.00
$600.00 - no additional taxes
11 issues

$42.00
$68.00
$84.00
$131.00
$263.00

$90.00

$35.00

Discount on 6-11 issues. Full payment in advance of publication

Camera-ready ads only in PDF format;
full payment in advance. We will
happily recommend an ad designer
with reasonable rates to create your
ad. For more information please
contact Jennifer Burgis, 250-881-8280,
email j_burgis@telus.net.

Classified Ads

25 words or less $15

Deadline: 15th of each month.
Payment in advance preferably
by e-transfer. Contact Linda at
amuselinda@gmail.com or
250-590-0168

Letters to the Editor

The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of not more than 200 words. Your letter may be edited for

style or length. Please email your letter to metchosinmuse@gmail.com (with electronic signature if possible).
An address and telephone number are required but will not be published.

Rooted in Community

Many of us feel a sense of pride in sharing with
others that we come from the wonderful commu-
nity of Metchosin. After all, we have one of the best
Farmers’ Markets, no traffic lights, and more beaches
than we have places to shop. However, it’s the people
that make Metchosin really special.

Metchosin Coop Preschool would like to send
out a heartfelt thank you to everyone who came
out to support us at our recent Halloween Dance
fundraiser. From Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop and
partner Scott, who ran the bar for the entire dura-
tion of the night, to the many residents of all ages
who dug through their tickle trunks and sported
their best (and silliest!) costumes, to the neighbours
of Metchosin Hall (who had only positive things to
say about the late-night music that wafted through
the air) “thank you”. We are grateful to have each
and every one of you in our community, and we feel
fortunate to be raising our children with you and
around you. Until next time (because those of you
who know the Preschool know that there will be a
next time), we thank you for your support.

Stacey Weir, President,
Metchosin Cooperative Preschool

Problems with Langford

I live on the boundary with Langford and suffer
from the blasting, machinery noise, the trucks, etc.
as the projects on Latoria, Centre Mountain, above
Willing Pond, etc. proceed with reckless abandon.
Never in all my years of being associated with the
home building industry have I seen such a total
disregard for natural surroundings. Changing water
courses, drainage patterns, destroying any kind of
ecological advantage filtering water on its way to the
water table (aquifer). Instead, projects get rid of water
in its most expedient form, channeled away from the
natural course into fast flowing run-off ditches that
do little to slow water down for seepage and filtering
into aquifer 606.

Thank you Mayor of Langford for your 20 years of
office in the name of reducing “Red Tape!”

Richard Hopkins (Metchosin)

Council News

DECEMBER 2022

The Backpack Project

The District of Metchosin will be participating again this year in the Backpack Project and has a dona-
tion box inside the main entrance of the Municipal Hall during office hours - Monday through Friday
from 8:00am to 4:00pm. The Backpack Project is an annual local initiative, which provides necessities
and comfort items (new items only) on Christmas Day and throughout the year, to community members
who are homeless. Your support helps bring hope and dignity to those vulnerable in our community.

Outstanding Property Taxes to Accrue Interest beginning in January

If you have unpaid 2022 property taxes, please make payment arrangements to avoid interest charges
applied in January 2023. Metchosin offers a property tax monthly payment program and can work with
you to arrange payments for outstanding taxes. Claim your Home Owner Grant prior to the end of the

year at gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant.
Public Works

WINTER ROADS - PRIORITY ROADS SERVICE

Please remember that ice control and snow plough service is provided on a priority route basis with
Happy Valley, Metchosin, William Head, Rocky Point and Kangaroo Roads being top priority. Next are
school bus and BC Transit routes, followed by all other roads.

BE PREPARED FOR WINTER ROADS

Signs are posted at every road entrance into Metchosin — “Winter tires are required on Metchosin
Roads”. Please ensure that your vehicle is equipped with good winter tires to handle Metchosin’s hilly
and winding roads. All-season tires lose their pliability and traction at seven degrees Celsius. In BC, ap-
propriate winter tires are defined as those with either the M+S (mud and snow) or mountain/snowflake
symbol, in good condition with a minimum tread depth of 3.5 millimetres.

« Avoid parking vehicles on the road or paved shoulders at all times during the winter. Residents are re-
minded to park their vehicles near the bottom of their driveway, not on the road. Snow plows require
adequate room to maneuver and roads and cul-de-sacs with vehicles parked on them may be unable
to be plowed. Vehicles parked on roads or paved shoulders hindering plow service may be towed.

o Clear snow to the left side of your driveway (facing in) where it meets the road to minimize the
amount of snow pushed back into your driveway when the plows pass.

o If you have an urgent medical appointment or are a medical professional needing to get to work, call
the Emergency Program Coordinator at the Metchosin Fire Hall at 250-478-1307; or after hours,
Langford dispatch at 250-478-9555 and ask for the Metchosin duty officer to be paged.

Council Meetings

Meetings are held in the Council Chambers at 7:00pm unless otherwise stated. Meetings are subject to
change. For updated information, please call the District office at 250-474-3167 or refer to the website at
www.metchosin.ca. See the District website for Advisory Committee Meetings.

Council Meeting...........ccvveveuereineinnenn.
Council Meeting..........occuvveuenereunieinnnenn.
Finance Committee...........cccevveuieiunnnnn..
Community Planning Committee...................... ..
Environment & Natural Areas Committee.............

.................. December 5
................. December 12
................ . December 12

...... December 19
...... December 19

Public Works & Protective Services Committee... ......... December 19

Metchosin Municipal Hall

www.metchosin.ca ¢ 250-474-3167 ¢ info@metchosin.ca
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Editor’s
Musings

Allen Jones
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Weather in Metchosin has gone from wet and windy
to sunny and cold conditions, and back again, which
we are used to. But we cannot ignore the extremes
that we have experienced throughout the year.
Hopefully, the municipal Climate Action Plan, when
it goes ahead, will produce results that will do its
part to mitigate the catastrophe that is forecast by

scientists.

November was a month of elections and changes
to Council and the Muse will continue to keep our
readers informed of developments. Metchosinites
had the opportunity to attend a flu and COVID
booster clinic held in the Old School gym (see article
on page 14). Remembrance Day was back with a cer-
emony that gave thanks to those who gave their all
(see article on pages 8 and 9). The ceremony ended
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Vancouver. They have pleaded ‘not guilty’ to the
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murder of Martin Payne, whose body was discovered

festive fare.

at his home in Metchosin in July 2019. The Muse will
keep following the developments on this story.

The Metchosin Farmers’ Market is looking to
have another successful year and will end with a
Christmas Market on December 4, opening from
11:00am to 2:00pm, when you can take your fill of

On a festive note, we wish all our readers a merry,

back at our Fire Hall whose structure is showing

signs of deterioration that cannot be easily fixed.
Another subject of interest was the start of the
trial of James Lee Busch and Zachary Armitage in

Sparky examines the result of a leaky Fire Hall during a Muse meeting.

December 15.

healthy, and peaceful Christmas.

Should any reader have difficulty finding the right
present for a loved one, we gladly accept donations
on behalf of our readers. Please contact Muse trea-
surer Linda Spiller, at 250-590-0168, who will help
with the process. If requested, we will publish the
names of donors and/or receivers in our New Year’s
issue. See our ad on page 5.

P.S. In order to have letters and articles considered
for the January issue, please note our deadline of

Barb Sawatsky photo

Mack Remembered

Metchosin Search and Rescue

Mack was Metchosin Search and
Rescue’s (MSAR) first and only
Certified Search Dog. He passed
away at the end of December
2021. This month is the one year
anniversary.

David Richardson, Mack’s
handler, was a member of MSAR
for a few years before Mack joined
the group and together they were
a formidable team!

Mack was a noble, intelligent
dog who applied himself fully
to the work that had been given
to him. He was engaging and
resourceful. During his time as a
search dog, he never baulked and
never hesitated to do what was
asked of him. He learned quickly
and always retained what he
learned. He was utterly commit-
ted to search tasks to the point
that, in training, when David’s
spouse acted as the search subject
and Mack located her, he would
not come up to her, or wag his
tail or even appear to look at her.
He immediately left her to locate
David and bring him in for the
find. So strong was his focus that
in one of his police tracking tests,
a rabbit jumped right in front of
him and he didn’t lift his nose
from the track even for a second.

The police officer commented that
his service dog could never have
done that.

His disposition was always
peaceful, confident and accepting
of everyone he met, human and
animal. Mack made eye contact
with everyone and he read people
well. He was the most steadfast
companion, who slept with one
eye open to make sure he didn’t
miss anything.

Mack was validated the first
time in early summer of 2010.
Some quotes from the veteran
RCMP dog handler who con-
ducted the test include: “Mack is
a young dog that loves to work.”
“Mack is a very nice tracking dog
that is easy to read.” “His cor-
ners are right on the mark with
minimal overshoot.” With regard
to his field search, the officer said:
“Mack’s indications were easy to
read and he showed good condi-
tioning throughout the test.”

Mack’s first deployment was
at Niagara Canyon in November,
2010. The deceased subject was
located the next day in the water
approximately 40 metres below a
point where Mack had given an
indication. In subsequent searches
Mack was directly involved in five
or six finds and, of course, was in-
strumental in clearing numerous

assigned segments. Mack’s last de-
ployment was in 2014 and in the
spring of 2015, the Richardsons
moved to Ontario.

In David’s words, “Mack and
I walked together every day of
his life. Our walks in the woods
were the anchor of my life and he
made every walk a life affirming
experience.”

MSAR was lucky to have such a
duo and honoured to have worked
with both of them.

Thank you Mack.

B :?_. % x ._ iy,
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Mack with handler David

Richardson. Metchosin SAR
photo
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‘Chosin Pottery
4283 Metchosin Rd.

250-474-2676

Please call to arrange a time to visit.

Shop locally.
Beautiful
Pottery for

all

Occasions.

www.chosinpottery.ca
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THE METCHOSIN SCHOOL
4495 HAPPY VALLEY RD

HOSTED BY THE METCHOSIN ARTS

& CULTURAL CENTRE (MACCA)

€ ¢

gnacioully Accepling food, Bank
g bonalsn a the oot
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GLENROGSA

FARM|RESTAURANT

\uthentic Neapolitan-Styvle Pizza To Go

We thank you for the continued
supportand wish you all a happy
& healthy holiday season!

Please see ourwebsite for current

days/hours of operation.

SHT Bocky Pond Bozd = 2504756185 = wws_glenmosalarm com
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The Metchosin
Museum Society

is organizing a fundraiser

HOLIDAY LIGHTS TOUR
December 20, 6-8pm

30 passenger bus donated by L.A. Limousines.
2 hour tour following some of the 7imes Colonist
lights map, plus a few extra light delights.

Tickets: $30 adults

$20 youth (12-18) & 65+

For more info and to purchase tickets via

e-transfer : metmuseum@outlook.com
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Metchosin Community Association
250-478-5155 | www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
4430 Happy Valley Road | Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-1:00pm

Bella Yoga Studio /\

Yoga in the Neighbourhood - Duke Rd W.

Yoga For All! Hatha Yoga! All Levels

Curvy Yoga® Ayurveda®
Yogalites® Workshops

1

Beginnaers Yoga & All Levels Welcome
Beautiful - Fun - Safe - Peaceful - Explore

Wellness - Enjoy - Releasea - Love

Beginners Yoga! All Levels

Mindful Momeants - Come Explora

Hatha Yoga - & Move your bodyl

ERYOGA

fior Rownd Bodies=

www.Bellayoga.ca
Georgia 250-391-0497 « Email georgia@bellayoga.

hosin

FOUNDATION z5q Education

visit us at:
metchosinfoundation.ca

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship

in our
Community

Registered charity

Working
for our

community

Hon. Mitzi Deén

MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin."

250-952-5885

#104-1497 Admirals Road™ .

Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca

MitziDean.ca

Mince Pie Production at
Metchosin Community House

Above: Pie production under way at MCHouse.
Right: A bespoke pie for the discerning purchaser.

Allen Jones photos

Allen Jones

Last month a group of Community Association mem-
bers were brought together by director Heather Showers
to design and produce a hundred mince pies. The pastry
is kindly supplied by the Royal Bay Bakery in Colwood
and the filling is made by Heather using a secret recipe

involving local apples.

Although the pies could be identical, the fun event
allows the pie makers to indulge their creative talents
to give plenty of choice for the buyers who collected
their purchases at the end of November. What would
Christmas be without a MCA mince pie?

All Candidates Forum 2022 -
Reflections and Insights

APRM Executive

By the time you read this it will
have been two months since

the All Candidates Forum was
hosted by the Association for the
Protection of Rural Metchosin
(APRM); the successful candi-
dates will have been sworn in

and have had their first meetings
as a new Council. Yet it’s still
worth reflecting on how the event
was organized to bring the most
significant community interests
forward and provide the candi-
dates an opportunity to show how
they would respond to them as
individuals and members of an
elected Council.

The APRM’s challenge was
how to tease out the top issues
from the capacity crowd and
develop pertinent questions for
responses from each of the ten
candidates - all in a two-hour
period. The method chosen was
to have a number of predeter-
mined themes posted on the
walls, a process to rank those
themes, and a panel to develop
a relevant, thought-provoking
question for each of the top three
themes. Those turned out to be
governance, bylaw enforcement
and farming challenges. Check
out the video at https://www.
metchosinaprm.org/ to hear the
questions and responses.

The forum provided the
community and candidates an
opportunity to get the measure of
each other. Questions were tough
and the candidates did a good job
of responding in the 90 seconds
allotted. But what about the other
issues that couldn’t be addressed
due to time constraints?

Housing drew the most interest
as the fourth theme. Affordability,

secondary suites, tiny homes, and
land use zoning, all in the context
of protecting rural Metchosin,
were questions on the minds of

a number of participants. Future
provincial government mandates
to impose affordable housing
requirements on local govern-
ments was an interest of one of
the participants.

Relationships with our neigh-
bouring communities was ranked
almost as high as the fourth
theme but only drew one written
question relating to anticipated
traffic pressures from increas-
ing populations in Langford and
Colwood. This could also be con-
sidered as a ‘protection of rural
Metchosin’ issue.

The climate crisis was the sixth
theme identified but didn’t result
in any specific questions. Some
of the candidates expressed their
desire to see climate action plans
developed specific to Metchosin.
So it was already on their minds.

Treaty relationships and the
buffer lands were tied for seventh
place but only the buffer lands
resulted in any questions. How to
maintain the buffer lands as true
greenspace, provide a corridor for
wildlife, and maintain a buffer
to Langford’s development were
concerns.

Water, health and safety, vil-
lage core design and the fire hall
were all offered as themes but
generated less interest than the
major topics. A question on the
candidates’ knowledge of Aquifer
606 was submitted, however.

Questions on the cost of a new
fire hall and management of the
school were submitted. With more
time the panel might have been
able to integrate them into the
question posed to the candidates
under the theme of governance.

A participant added bike lanes
and road safety as new themes to
the wall posters but they didn’t
draw significant attention from
other participants.

Several questions were submit-
ted that the panel considered to be
inappropriate. They were rejected
as they were directed to specific
candidates for personal matters.

This event was the eighth All
Candidates forum hosted by the
APRM over the last 30 years.
COVID capacity protocols and
our Fire Chief held the audience
to 155 people with many others
being turned away. Together with
more than 500 subsequent ‘hits’
of the video-recording, and the
inevitable ‘post game analyses’
within the community that fol-
lowed, helped to ensure that we
were well informed before ballots
were cast.

Special thanks go to Jackie
Larkin for her excellent facilita-
tion as our emcee/moderator for
the evening and to Leonard Farr
of Go Farr Productions for his
video-recording of the event. We
also express our appreciation to
the many APRM volunteers who
worked behind the scenes and on-
site to make the evening a success.

Congratulations to the success-
tul candidates for being elected
and committing to serving our
community for the next four
years, to the unsuccessful candi-
dates for being prepared to do so,
and to all Metchosin residents for
our above average voter turnout
of 47.3% vs. a provincial average
0f 29.2%.

Your comments on the struc-
ture of the forum or how to make
it better four years from now will
be appreciated. Send them to
metchosinaprm@gmail.com.
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Fire Hall Presentation

Jim McPherson

Earlier this year, the Metchosin
Museum Society was given a
manuscript copy of the Bickerdike
family history. Included in the
history was the story of Harry
Bickerdike and the founding of
the Metchosin Fire Department.

Harry enrolled himself as
warden in the Metchosin district
as a one-man fire department.
His brigade consisted of a light
Essex 1922/1923 truck formerly
used for towing. It was fitted with
two 50-gallon water tanks and a
24-foot extension ladder plus two
extra ladders, a Fairbanks-Morse
pump, and 250 feet of suction
hose, hatches, sand and automatic
fire extinguishers.

A picture of this fire truck
was presented to Chief Stephanie
Dunlop and the members of
the Metchosin Volunteer Fire

Department at their regular prac-
tice night on Thursday, October
27. Bob Burgis presented the

Bob Burgis presents a photo to our Fire Chief. Barb Sawatsky photo

photo reproduction on behalf of
the Metchosin Museum Society
Board to Chief Dunlop.

Metchosin Fire Crew at the presentation. Barb Sawatsky photo
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Need an easy, locally
produced Christmas gift
for someone who has
everything?

May we recommend a donation in their
name to the Metchosin Muse?

Just contact Linda, Muse Treasurer at 250-590-0168 or
email amuselinda@gmail.com by Friday, December 16.

The Muse will send a card on your
behalf (by post or e-card, your choice),
wishing them good tidings of
the season while praising your
generosity!

Additionally, they, and you,
will be thanked in
print in the
January 2023
issue of the Muse!

Thank you for supporting
the Metchosin Muse.

Volunteering for a Better

Community

Heloise Nicholl, Board member Metchosin Foundation

When we moved to Metchosin in 2017, my husband
and I began to volunteer with community groups.

It has been a wonderful way to meet people here.

I decided to volunteer as a board member of the
Metchosin Foundation. My reason for choosing this
organization was because healthy lands and healthy
waters are critically important for our family, for
our community and for the good of our world. I am
often faced with anxiety and grief over what we are
losing ecologically — our shared lands, air, water, spe-
cies, and climate ecosystems seem to face unabated
destruction every day.

I know the only way to tackle these fears is to take
action and contribute to meaningful change through
supporting organizations like the Metchosin
Foundation. Crucially, this organization is local and
represents the most immediate form of education
and promotion of ecological protection right here
within our municipality.

What the Metchosin Foundation does locally can
serve as a model for other communities. My work
with them feels immensely important; for it serves
Margaret Meade’s famous quote, “Never doubt that
a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever
has.” What her words imply is that small groups can
compel other small groups and so on and so on, until
large changes are realized through communal effort.

My part on the board has so far remained small.
But I am really truly honoured to learn from great
minds around the table, and in this way I hope to
meaningfully contribute to future conservation suc-
cesses in the future.

I represent a demographic that is often missing
in volunteers: parents with young kids. It can be dif-
ficult and tiring to volunteer with demanding work

schedules, and the daily, hourly needs of children
and family. But I feel it is critically important, as our
kids will inherit the future we are creating in every
moment. I want them to inherit a better Earth and,
in our own beautiful corner, a better Metchosin.

It is becoming more difficult to solicit volunteers.
Younger people are very over-subscribed and the
high cost of living here means people often have
multiple jobs and side-gigs too. I am concerned
about the lack of volunteers, but also very sympa-
thetic. I struggle with these competing demands
myself.

So I would like to leave readers with one simple re-
quest: tell your friends, your neighbours, your family,
your young people and your retired people to please
volunteer, if you can. Volunteer in whatever capacity
you want, with whatever group you want, with this
organization or with any other, if for no other reason
than it is rewarding and a wonderful way to grow
community in an increasingly isolated world.

Editor’s note: Wild ARC is looking for volunteers.
See page 7.

Making a difference with

Responsible Investing
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Ethical & Socially Responsible Investing
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Can’t find the right
fit locally? Check out
Volunteer Victoria!

Volunteer Victoria inspires and raises new
generations of volunteers; supports volunteer

led organizations, groups, and projects; provides
tools and training; and creates opportunities that
do not exist anywhere else in Greater Victoria.

For more information, visit their website:
https://volunteervictoria.bc.ca/

THANKYOU

e METCHOSIN -

I look forward to
working for you
over the next
four years.

« Working together

« Involving community
« Balancing budgets

« Protecting greenspace

Councillor Steve Gray

Authorized by financial agent Jason Gray ElectSteve@shaw.ca

SGray@Metchosin.ca - 250 478 5066
@metchosinsteve

Tell them you saw it in the Muse!
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OBITUARY:

STUART H. CREASSER

1934-2022

Gary Nylander

My uncle Stuart died on Thursday, November 17. Known affectionately

as “uncle Stu”, the lifelong Metchosin resident was doing yard work at his
Metchosin property when he passed away suddenly. His sister Doris (my aunt)
went to check on him and found him unconscious on the ground outside his
log cabin garage. The local fire department and paramedics were called and
did all they could for him but unfortunately, they were not able to revive him.

I always thought of my uncle Stuart as an artist in his own right as he
was able to create things with his mechanically gifted mind, and many years
ago he built an articulating tractor out of old car parts. In his younger years,
Stuart worked as a surveyor and went on to operate a map-making business in
Vancouver for many years before he retired. His ability to calculate numbers
was incredible, no need for an electronic calculator when building something.

This past October, I spent time with him working on a garden planter box
project at my parents’ home and we also worked on a vintage Peugeot bicycle
that he gave me. It had been stored in the crawlspace of his house for the past
32 years. We met for the last time when I rode the refurbished bike from my
parents’ home in Langford along the Galloping Goose trail to his house in
Metchosin.

As Stuart’s older brother Ray said, “Stu would have not wanted to mess
around with disability or care homes.” He lived his life the way he wanted
and died in his own dignified way. Much like his grandfather who died while
chopping wood. He was doing what he loved to do working around his yard
either building things or fixing things like old motors. To me, he seemed so
vibrant and relatively healthy for his age. Always quick to smile or laugh at
a joke.

Rest in peace uncle Stu, well deserved.

Pm il

* £ :
Stuart Creasser in his log cabin garage.

Jason McBride to Become
New President and Head of
Pearson College

Brian Geary - UWC Media Contact
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Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services

4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 4E2
Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

Custom low maintenance landscapes

Boulder walls and rockeries

Selective land clearing ® Rockhound
Concrete/rock breaker ¢ Stump & brush removal
Driveways/R.V. parking ¢ Culverts ¢ Drains

Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel

CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

The Board of Pearson United World College (UWC),
has appointed Jason McBride as President and Head
of College, effective August 2023.

“I'm honoured to be selected to lead Pearson
College into its next phase of global education to-
wards peace and a sustainable future,” said McBride,
currently Head of School at IGB International
School in Malaysia. He brings more than 20 years
of global educational leadership and intercultural
understanding, including several years as Head of
College at UWC Thailand. “The opportunity to lead
international and independent schools around the
world is a privilege,” he added. “The opportunity for
me, as a Canadian, to return to Canada and support
Pearson’s momentum, particularly in climate action
learning, sustainability, and Indigenous reconcilia-
tion, has me incredibly excited.”

Following an extensive global search supported
by a global leadership consulting firm and a com-
mittee of Pearson’s Board of Directors, each finalist
candidate took part in a rigorous day of meetings
with College advisory groups representing faculty,

Jason McBride, next Head of Pearson College.
Pearson UWC photo

KIVARI AUTO REPAIR

A modern approach o car care with

old-fashioned service.
Certified mechanic/cwneroperator
k kivarii@shaw.ca
wowrw kivarisbudio.com

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
250-889-6161 since 1980
250-642-4044

Open: MON-FRI
9:00am —5:00pm

Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

staff, and students involving intensive interviews
with the Board committee.

“We were fortunate to have had an amazing
pool of candidates who expressed interest in lead-
ing Pearson,” said Gloria Metzger, who led the
Board committee. “In the end, we felt Jason was
most capable of taking the College forward as we
implement our five-year Strategic Plan, Indigenous
Reconciliation Plan, and new Climate Action
Leadership Diplomas.”

“This is a promising time to be leading Pearson,”
added Board Chair Anne McLellan. “Jason will be
guiding us as we approach the College’s 50th an-
niversary in 2024-25 which will set the stage for the
College’s next era.”

“I look 