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Rally for Metchosin Wilderness Camp

A stream of local motorists pass the entrance of the B&G Club on Metchosin Road. Photo by Barb Sawatsky
Morgan Yates

On Sunday, February 28, Metchosin residents and former employees
of the Boys & Girls Club found a creative way to show their enthusiastic support to keep the Metchosin Wilderness Camp site intact for the
benefit of our region’s children and youth.
Approximately 100 vehicles with 200 occupants drove past the club’s
entrance at 3900 Metchosin Road and along a rally route that took them
through the centre of Metchosin. Along the roadsides of the rally route,
family “bubbles” with snazzy posters and picket signs responded to the
toot of horns and cheers coming from the vehicles. Media were present,
including CTV and CHEK News.
Lots of planning went into this community-based event. Thanks are
due to Fire Chief Dunlop and Westshore RCMP for their respective
input into the development of rally safety plans and to both BC Health
and WorkSafe BC for their input in relation to keeping rally participants COVID-safe. Thanks also go to more than two dozen hardy souls
positioned at the roadside rally stations who spent an hour waving to
passing vehicles and generating a great rally vibe. Last and certainly not
least, thanks for the smiling support (and good-natured tolerance) of
residents living in proximity to the Boys and Girls Club site. The onehour event brought traffic and noise levels of a sort more common to
urban communities.
Just a few days before the rally, a Special Meeting of District Council
had been convened to review a proposed land use amendment bylaw
that could help to forestall development on the 40-acre wilderness area
that the Club is presently proposing to subdivide and sell. This is a bold
and decisive move by our Council, appreciated by all who are striving
to ensure that the Club’s undeveloped land, acquired and operated with
significant donor and taxpayer support, can be retained as a legacy for
nature-based youth programs..
It is gratifying to see diverse community interests come together for a
common purpose. It was also inspiring to witness the energetic participation of former Boys & Girls Club employees and volunteers in the
February 28 rally event.

The Zylak family supporting the rally. Photo by Candace Zylak

Council Amends Zoning of
Boys and Girls Club Site
Johnny Carline

On March 15, Council held a
public hearing on the proposed
amendment to the zoning bylaw
governing the property owned by
the Boys and Girls Club. The Club
had applied to subdivide the property with the express intention
of selling a forty-acre parcel not
in the Agricultural Land Reserve
(ALR). Council, concerned about
the possible further subdivision
of that land into five acre lots for
residential development, moved
to amend the zoning bylaw to establish a minimum lot size on the

property that would prevent such
a subdivision.
The Boys and Girls Club
quickly responded by making a
further application to do exactly
what Council and the community,
wanted them not to do – subdivide
the land outside the ALR into five
acre lots. As this latter application
was made before the zoning bylaw
amendment could be given final
reading, under current Provincial
law the amendment has essentially
no effect on the property for twelve
months. In other words, if the subdivision application is approved,
even if the bylaw amendment was

approved, the Club can and must
complete the subdivision in the
next twelve months.
At the public hearing, the Boys
and Girls Club was represented by
its Executive Director, its Treasurer
and its solicitor, all of whom spoke.
They argued that their programming needs had changed, that this
property was the least used of their
assets, that they had no mandate
for conservation of land, that they
had decided to sell the land in 2019
but were always prepared to sell
the land as a single piece, and that
they were not developers and were
forced to apply for the five-acre

subdivision only to protect the
value of the land.
About twenty community
members spoke, all supporting the
proposed bylaw. Others attended
without speaking and many had
submitted letters in support of the
bylaw. Two former employees of
the Club spoke opposing the Club’s
actions and supporting the bylaw.
One of them referred to a petition
now having over 4,000 signatures.
A number of speakers, and later
Councillors, questioned the Club’s
actions – the lack of any approach
to the municipality or non-profits
after the 2019 decision to sell;

the fact that as ‘non-developers’
they had a five acre lot subdivision application “all ready to go”
just days after they said they had
heard of the proposed rezoning;
and that the value of the land they
felt obliged to protect was its value
as eight five-acre residential lots,
despite their assurances that they
were prepared to entertain offers
from organizations wishing to conserve and use the land as they had
done. “Disingenuous” and “bad
faith” were just two of the expressions used in connection with the
Club’s statements.

Continued on page 4.
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Restoration and
Atonement
During the week preceding the snow it was very
frosty with slippery roads. One day of that week
likely early morning, someone we suspect was driving a large pickup truck ran into the Times Colonist
(TC) box at the bottom of our driveway. The impact
knocked the pole down and shattered the box completely. Then the snow fell. Snow plowing was the
daily routine.
After snowfall, in the middle of the last week of
February, Sybil went to collect the newspaper which
the carrier had been placing in a plastic bag and
leaving at the mouth of our driveway. Behold! A new
fancy old-time traditional-style rural mail box was
bolted to the now upright post. The box is wonderful
with illustrations of colourful birds including the little flag on its side. Inside Sybil found a folded brown
napkin with a twenty dollar bill inside, the word
‘SORRY’ was printed in large letters on the outside.

A splendid new letter box. Photo by G. Kangas

Whoever ran over our TC box had replaced it and
apologized. We found this act to be kind, considerate
and a display of responsibility for the destruction of
the TC box. Our community comprises folks who
genuinely care. The $20.00 has been contributed to
the Muse.
Gary & Sybil Kangas

Know When to Hold‘em.
Know When to Fold‘em (Kenny Rogers)
Boys and Girls Club Victoria has told the public that the 40-acre forest, which is part of the 98-acre property that we know as Metchosin Wilderness Camp, has become surplus to needs. They say they don’t intend
to keep it. I believe they should give the land back to the public. We, the public, have paid for most of this
property through grants and donations on the understanding that the land would stay wild for nature-based
learning.
If Boys and Girls Club Victoria is pivoting to offering a different kind of service, they should relinquish
the land they no longer need. I think it would be unconscionable for them to make a whopping big windfall
profit on the sale of almost half their land. I believe the correct action on their part is to make the land available to another organization more attuned with the conservation values of pristine forest.
We shouldn’t have to fund-raise twice for the same property. I call on Boys and Girls Club Victoria to give
us back our forest.
Bev Bacon
Metchosin resident

Non-Profit?
The Boys and Girls Club purchased their 98-acre
Metchosin property supported by a large government grant and a mortgage that was offset by
donations made to the multi-year, Create A Ripple
fund-raising campaign. Now, after operating
outdoor-based programs on the site for more than
30 years, the Club has decided to change its service
provision focus.
The Club is seeking to subdivide and sell 40 acres,
through a multi-lot subdivision plan that would forever sterilize the wilderness aspect of the Metchosin
Wilderness Camp. Rather than liquidate the asset,
that they implied would be protected in perpetuity when they were canvassing for donations, why
not seek to sell the intact, 98-acre parcel to another
party who will use it to support (and expand) the
outdoor youth programs that the Club once deemed

so important and for which regional demand is
growing?
Must the needs of children and youth for outdoor
learning and development be subordinate to the
Club’s realization of a maximized capital gain? Profit
maximization should not be the only yardstick used
by a non-profit when an asset is sold; in particular, when that asset was acquired and equipped
through the generosity of governments, donors and
taxpayers.
I implore the Club to work in good faith to
sell or lease the Metchosin Wilderness Camp to a
buyer who will live up to the vision of the Create A
Ripple campaign.
Carol Voyt

First Response Initiative
Chris Moehr, Vice President,
Association for the Protection of Rural Metchosin

Over 550 Metchosin residents have now signed
the First Responder Petition asking the Ministry of
Health and BC Emergency Health Services to restore
standards of safety and response that were radically
changed in mid- 2018. The Petition that we collectively sent to government on February 3, 2021 had a
simple request and required no additional cost to the
Province of British Columbia nor the BC Ambulance
Service: we asked for a return of the mandate of our
Metchosin Fire and Emergency Operations team to
respond immediately and effectively to all health related call-outs within our community (see: Metchosin
Muse, March 2021 edition).
The much-awaited response received from the
Ministry of Health and related authorities (March 8,
2021) is repetitive, patronizing, and discourteous to
the petitioners. The response offers only the promise

of more bureaucracy and little hope for change. As
you the reader are no doubt aware – this is not good
enough. In a medical emergency, every minute of
delay matters. Our local teams are closer, faster and
far more familiar with the topography and residents’
needs of both Metchosin and Beecher Bay.
Please note however, that this initiative is NOT
OVER. Recent discontent and concern expressed
in the media from other parts of the Province with
regard to First Responders indicate this situation
may be about to change. With the ongoing leadership of the Association for the Protection of Rural
Metchosin, the Metchosin Seniors’ Association,
the Metchosin Equestrian Society, the Metchosin
Community Association and many hundreds of our
residents, this story is just unfolding. Our thanks
again to all co-petitioners who have supported this
effort to date. If you have not already done so, please
add your name to the petition by contacting the
APRM at metchosinaprm@gmail.com.
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Council News
APRIL 2021
COVID-19 Update – Municipal Operations and Council Meetings
The District of Metchosin Hall continues to be closed to the public until further notice. Wherever
possible, business functions and services will continue, by telephone, email, virtual meetings and by appointment (if absolutely necessary). If you have any questions, please contact the office at 250-474-3167,
or by email at info@metchosin.ca
Business Licence Reminder
Businesses should have received their renewal notices in the mail for the 2021 businesses licence year
in November 2020. Every business operating in Metchosin, including home-based businesses, requires
a business licence. Metchosin also participates in a regional intermunicipal business licence scheme so
that businesses such as contractors and mobile sales based in Metchosin only need one licence to operate
in the region.
Is Your Civic Address Visible?
Help emergency services find your home in the dark months of winter by making your address sign visible from the roadway. The best signs have large reflective numbers. Be sure that trees, brush, snow and
other obstructions are cleared away.
Cougars and Bears
If you see a cougar or bear please call Conservation Officer on 1-877-952-7277. The Municipal Office
tracks all cougar and bear sightings for our residents, please call the Conservation Officer first, then call
the District Office at 250-474-3167. The BC Ministry of Environment’s Bear Smart Community Program
encourages efforts to reduce bear-human conflicts.
SOME THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP TO BEAR-PROOF YOUR HOME:
• keep garbage in the house or shed until pick up day
• ensure garbage cans are securely closed on pick up day
• don’t add meat or cooked food to your compost
• pick ripe fruit and fallen fruit daily
• use bird-feeders only in the winter
• clean your BBQ after each use and store in a secure area
• don’t feed pets or store pet food outdoors.
District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – April 2021
Please see meeting dates for the upcoming month. Meetings are held via Zoom and start at 7:00 pm. Due
to COVID-19 restrictions, meetings are subject to cancellation.
Healthy Community Advisory Committee ...........................................April 07
Finance & Environment Committee ......................................................April 12
Council Meeting ........................................................................................April 12
Planning Committee .................................................................................April 19
Parks Committee .......................................................................................April 19
Public Works Committee .........................................................................April 19
Parks & Trails Advisory Committee .......................................................April 20
Council Meeting ........................................................................................April 26
Environmental Advisory Committee .....................................................April 27
Meetings are subject to change, for updated information please call the District office at 250-474-3167 or
refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca.

Editor’s Musings
Allen Jones

The Victoria Flower Count is again welcomed to Vancouver Island
and Metchosin is a feast of spring blooms and blossom. On top of
that there is the sight of newborn lambs in the fields. All we need is
a step up in the vaccination process by BC and life will return to a
semblance of normality.
Most establishments in Metchosin have continued to stay open after
carrying out COVID safety modifications and the Farmers’ Market is
due to reopen in May. Please stay safe and use your masks wherever you
need to go.
At the time of writing the Metchosin Community House is closed
for business in person. However, gatherings of ten people or less are
now allowed by BC Health if meeting outside. Sadly, the popular social events that attract larger numbers are still missing but the MCA
Board is hoping that vaccinations will lead to their popular events
returning safely later in the year.
Metchosin artists are not daunted by COVID and ArtPod continues
with regular displays in their gallery (see article in the Muse). The unbelievable news is that MACCA is now starting in the film-making business. We discussed this with our cat, a southern Belle, and she would
consider starring in a series of ‘Queen Mellie’s Gambit’ if fed regularly.
See photo below.
We are also delighted to hear that Ken Farquharson is recovering
from a recent operation. This brings one of our local heroes out of hospital to the relief of Muse teamer Laura and many others.
To help our readers learn to smile again this month we are including
amusing artwork from Cosmic Ray and a few other teasers.
Best wishes and a Happy Easter and Passover to all our readers and in particular those who have invested in our Best of the Muse
publications.
P.S. In order to have letters and articles considered for the May issue please
note our deadline of April 15.

Metchosin Municipal Hall – www.metchosin.ca 250-474-3167 – info@metchosin.ca

Queen Mellie’s Gambit

BOTTLE DRIVE
Contactless drive thru bottle drive.

Hans Helgesen Elementary 4983 Rocky Point Road

Sat, April 10, 2021 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Please remain in your vehicle and wear a mask. Our January bottle drive
raised $1220 and we are still working on raising funds for our GAGA Ball
Court. Thank you Metchosin for your continued support!
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Boys & Girls Club Suggests Land
Purchase Option and Long Timelines
Metchosin Rejects Solutions Aimed at Resolving Land Controversy
The following was written by the
Boys and Girls Club of Victoria as
a response to Metchosin Council’s
decision on the change to their
bylaws.
Sue Hobler, Director
Human & Resource Development
Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Victoria

Proactive solutions aimed at meeting charitable needs and community requests have unfortunately
been rejected by the District of
Metchosin, leaving the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Greater Victoria
Foundation with very few options
as it seeks to expand service to
society’s most vulnerable citizens.
At a public hearing on Monday
night, March 16, the Boys & Girls
Clubs Foundation made two
recommendations aimed at resolving an issue involving a 40-acre
parcel of land the Club is hoping
to sell. First, the charity suggested

the District of Metchosin consider
responding to citizen requests by
purchasing the land as a community asset. Second, the charity suggested any decisions be adjourned
to a later date to allow for further
conversations about the future of
the property. Unfortunately, both
solutions were rejected in a unanimous decision.
“Within just 19 days, Metchosin
targeted our property, held a
surprise meeting without notification, and proceeded to pass a new
bylaw aimed at devaluing our land,”
said Foundation treasurer Wayne
Jensen. “We have been members of
this community for more than 35
years so it is hard not to feel anything but bullied by our municipal
leaders.”
The club has always been transparent in its desire to sell one 40acre parcel of its 98-acre property
sometime over the next few years.
All potential buyers, including
conservation groups, municipal/

regional governments and community members, have fair and
equal purchasing opportunity. The
children’s charity never intended to
develop the land or divide it in into
smaller lots.
“Council has imposed a strict
one-year deadline on us. Rather
than seeking solutions to conserve
the land, the only option we have
if we want to preserve its value is
to follow council’s direction and
fast-track development of this
property,” Jensen said. “This was
never our intention.”
Late last week, the club was
forced to react to council’s land
amendment by submitting an application to subdivide the 40-acre
property into as many as seven
lots. The charity does not have a
mandate to preserve property for
conservation purposes.
The Boys and Girls Club is
a non-profit organization that
has operated nature, wilderness
and educational programs on the

98-acre property in Metchosin for
more than 35 years, providing lifechanging experiences to thousands
of young people. Early on, the
property was critical to serving
significant youth justice needs
but since then, changes in young
offender laws and an evolution in
youth needs have reshaped community priorities.
The charity has always strived to
be good neighbours and exceptional stewards of the land. But
costs to maintain the pristine property, including equipment, trail
improvements, insurance, safety
enhancements and professional
arborist services, amount to tens
of thousands of dollars every year
– money which is diverted from
critical programming for children
and youth.
More than a year ago, the
non-profit charity decided to sell
the 40-acre parcel of the property.
It was a thoughtful, considered
decision aimed at meeting the

March was
National Fraud
Prevention Month
Cari Taylor, BC Association of
Community Response Networks

A growing number of scams
require citizens to be more informed and alert than ever.
Older and vulnerable adults
in the Western Communities are
often targeted by scams that are
increasingly complex and appear legitimate. The best protection is to know how to recognize
these scams and, if something or
someone seems suspicious or not
legitimate, to say no, hang up the
phone or delete an email.
The Westshore CRN works
with police, other community
agencies and volunteers to prevent
seniors from being the victims of
both abuse and criminal acts.
“Many seniors and other
vulnerable adults live in isolation,
which increases their vulnerability
to fraud. They really need caring,
supportive individuals in their
community who can alert them
to possible scams and answer
their questions and concerns,”
says Sherry Baker, Executive
Director of the BC Association of
Community Response Networks.
SOME OF THE MORE
COMMON SCAMS INCLUDE:
• prize pitch (a fraudulent telemarketer asks for money to be
sent before you win the prize);

We ♥ Locals

Talk to the Muse ! MetchosinMuse@gmail.com

• computer scams (someone
claims to be from a large software company warning there
are problems with the target’s
computer);
• scams for a range of services;
• the emergency or grandparent
scam (a con artist claims to be
a grandchild in an emergency
needing money immediately).
The Westshore CRN is
part of the BC Association of
Community Response Networks
(BC CRN), whose mandate is to
work with community, agencies,
and government to develop a

coordinated response to the abuse
and neglect of vulnerable adults.
A CRN provides information and
support so the community can
both prevent and respond effectively to abuse and neglect. Visit:
www.bccrns.ca.
TIPS TO BE FRAUD PROOF.
Never give out personal,
confidential information over
the phone, through email or over
the Internet unless you initiated
the contact and know who you’re
dealing with.
Protect your banking information. Never reveal your PIN or
passwords to anyone –including
bank employees, family members
and friends
Remember, your bank will
never ask you to respond via
email to a request for personal
information, PINs or passwords.
A bank may call to request personal information to validate your
identity but will not ask for a PIN
or password.
Keep your personal information safe. An identity thief will
go through garbage and recycling
bins, so shred all receipts, credit
card statements, insurance forms,
etc. before disposal.
Be sceptical. If someone you
don’t know calls to say you’ve won
a valuable prize or a free vacation,
or wants to offer you a product
or service, don’t feel pressured
to agree to something and make
a purchase, and never give out
personal financial information.
Remember, if something seems
too good to be true, it probably is.
If you feel pressured, uncomfortable or afraid, hang up the
phone or delete the email. If you
have questions or are worried that
you gave out personal financial
information or purchased something under pressure, talk about
it with a trusted family member,
friend or neighbour.

increasing challenges of today’s
children, youth and families across
southern Vancouver Island. In early
2020, the Foundation made formal
application to divide the property.
This was followed by widespread
communication with the community, municipal council and staff,
supporters, donors and the media.
“The eventual sale of this property will help fund more services
for the region’s young people,”
Jensen said. “We care about the
region’s young people and we will
be there for them whether they
need quality out-of-school care and
summer camps or homelessness
prevention assistance, substance
use counselling or mental health
programming. Obstacles may stand
in our way but our commitment to
the wellbeing of the region’s children and youth remains strong.”
For more information, contact:
Dalyce Dixon, Executive Director,
250-384-9133 x216;
ddixon@bgcvic.org.
Bylaw amendment article continued from page 1.
The Club’s solicitor defended
the action of its Board by saying
it had a “fiduciary obligation” to
their organization (to act in its
best financial interest). However,
he did not mention whether the
Board had contemplated any
potential impact on its reputation
and future fund-raising ability in
that fiduciary calculation.
The Mayor summed up by saying he was saddened that the Club
directors had acted in a way that
seemed to cast a stain on an organization which had been a good
corporate citizen until a couple of
years ago.
The Metchosin Council acted
as the community clearly wished it
to, and passed the bylaw unanimously. In doing so, it still reached
out to the Boys and Girls Club
to begin discussions of alternate
solutions. Metchosin Council may
have done what it can and any
hope for an appropriate resolution may now rest with the Board
of Directors of the Boys and Girls
Club, or with the membership
who may have influence with that
Board, realizing that a growing
storm of public disapproval is perhaps reason to rethink their disregard for community sensitivities.

The Muse wants to wish our
Co-Editor Allen Jones a very

Happy Birthday!
May this year to come bring
you happiness and joy.
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Strange Monolith On Witty’s Beach

Avril Feuille

Visitors to Witty’s Beach were surprised
to find a new attraction to the scene
recently. It is a huge wooden monolith,
about twenty feet of which can be seen
above the water line. We can only guess

the overall size but it must be substantial to resist the tidal forces in the bay.
Some people have mused that it is
the reincarnation of the ‘look-out tree’
that used to grace the cliff side of Sea
Bluff Farm. This lonesome fir succumbed to the winter storms recently
and was presumed to have been taken

out to sea. See page 13 of this edition
of the Muse. But who was the carpenter who honed the wood and carefully
carved the numbers 04012021 in the
body of the monolith?
Better go see it for yourselves as it
may disappear again after April 1.

The 20ft high monolith that appeared
recently on Witty’s Beach
Photo by A. Feuille

Best of The Muse Comes Out of the Closet
are available for $20 each at The
If there are concerns about the now leaving.” They would
also be marvellous birthday
Sugar Shack next to My-Chosen
content of these books having
A message from Bev Bacon
or Christmas gifts or for new
Cafe, Old Barn Books at the
become stale or out-dated after
kicked the Muse team into gear.
neighbours to welcome them into Pioneer Museum on Sundays,
so many years in hiding, fear
“I just came across
our neighbourhood. For those
and ArtPod in the old Metchosin
not. Like good red wines,
The Best of the Muse,
who run an AirBnB, they provide School on Saturdays and Sundays
both the nine-year and the
Volume One: The First
or by emailing to:
unique reading material for
20-year vintages have aged
“they make up the crazy quilt of our nicely while in storage. The visiting guests to learn about the metchosinmuse@gmail.com or
Ten Years, 1993-2002.
It’s such a treasure. Was
community they are visiting.
Best of the Muse collected
barbsawatsky@hotmail.com.
community and thus are both
there ever a Volume
The Best of the Muse Volumes
stories and photographs
entertaining and enlightening.”
Two?” Happily, we
One and Two will not be rein these two soft-covered
were able to tell her
printed. While copies last, they
volumes are fascinating
that after a quick
glimpses
search some copies of
into the
both Volume One and Volume
lives of people
of Bilston Farm, Emily Carr and
Two: The Second Ten Years 2003who have lived
her caravan in Metchosin and an
2012 have come out of hiding and early history of Beecher Bay by
in Metchosin.
are available for purchase.
Selected for
Violaine Mitchell. Learn about
Some of the people who
their historical
Mrs. O.M. Jones of Glengary
wrote the “Best of ...” articles
and timeless
Farm and her lavender business
or who were interviewed for a
in the 1920’s, read Tom Hueston’s content, they
“Musepaper” story, are no longer story and view his photos of the
make up the
with us, having either moved
crazy quilt of
Cattle Egret riding on the back
away or died, but their names are of a Buchanan sheep and enjoy
our community
still familiar to many Metchosin
Peter Hammond’s write-up of the and thus are
residents. They include the two
both entertainhistory of the Galloping Goose.
‘Macs’ (Mac Tipton and Mac
ing and enHere’s a timely gem: Metchosin
Page), Tom Hueston, Bessie Page, Wilderness Camp, A Little Bit of
lightening. As
Audrey Jenkins, Gretta Ruth and
Bev remarked,
Heaven for Boys and Girls Club
her son Duncan, Merle Rimmer,
“They make
Services of Greater Victoria by
David Wolsk, Johnny and Daisy
a great fareKate Mansell, Volume 2, page
Bligh, Moralea Milne, Peter
well present to
86, an interesting read about
Hammond, Mayor Hermann
someone who
an organization and property
Volk and too many others to
anticipated to be featured in local has contributed
list here. Both volumes contain
to Metchosin
newscasts and up-coming Muse
Best of the Muse: to be taken every ten years with a good mug of tea.
historical vignettes about Fernie
and who is
issues.
Photo by Barb Sawatsky
Barb Sawatsky

Farm, Joan Yates “The Cougar
Lady of Metchosin,” the Winters
of Winter Road (unknown if they
were discontent), The History

Be Bear & Cougar Smart!
For information about staying safe
around wildlife,

www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
Your
Top Choice for Music Lessons

please visit the district website:

www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
(250) 532 - 0228
(250)-532-0228
westshoremusicacademy@shaw.ca

www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources

134-1039
Langford
Pkwy BC
#134-1039
Langford
Pkwy, Victoria,

Spring is in the air!
Share your favourite Metchosin Spring photo to metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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Local Farmers and Farms

Lorraine and John Buchanan soaking up the sun on a warm spring day- Nothing spells
spring in Metchosin more than lambs in the fields! Photo by M-T Little

Sheep transported to a galaxy of pastures near you. Photo by M-T Little

Parry Bay Sheep Farm
Marie-Térèse Little, Councillor,
Parks Chair, District of Metchosin

On a sunny quintessential
Metchosin spring day, I drove
up Lindholm Road and followed
the budding cherry trees that line
the drive to the Parry Bay Sheep
Farm. Although I have visited the
farm many times, I was wondering how this farm has managed
during these times of global
pandemic.
Parry Bay Sheep Farm is a
well-established Metchosin entity
and the largest sheep farm on
Vancouver Island. It has been
run by the Buchanan family
since 1979. John and Lorraine
Buchanan’s home is the big yellow
farmhouse, but their flock of sheep
is not contained to the pastures
that surround the farm. Easily
identified with painted coloured
numbers, sheep and lambs belonging to this farm are seen grazing in
other pastures in Metchosin.
This year, the flock of three
hundred East-Friesian/FinnishLandrace ewes will give birth to
over 700 lambs. At birth, each lamb
is examined for health status and,
if they are healthy and strong, they
are transported with their mothers
to the thirty leased pasture sites in

Metchosin, the Highlands, and on
and pork in collaboration with
been felt at the Parry Bay Sheep
the Saanich Peninsula.
Stillmeadow Farm. Fleece and
Farm. The demand for their prodFarming livestock on
hay can also be purchased. The
ucts at Victoria area restaurants
Vancouver Island is not for the
farm store is open on Saturdays
was abruptly cut off at the start
faint of heart because the hours
from noon to 3:00pm. A new farm of the pandemic. The farm had
are long, the required skill set
worker, Matt Anderson and his
to quickly pivot with a growing
is vast, and the tasks are neverwife and two daughters, have aremphasis on selling directly at the
ending. Lambing time proves to
rived from Alberta and originally
farmers’ market and their farm
be particularly taxing with the
hail from Kentucky. Matt was
stand and to Victoria’s butchers.
numerous hours around the clock interested in pursuing a career
Demand for their product has
required to watch
thankfully
over the birthing
grown durewes. Sometimes
ing the global
assistance with the
coronavirus
“Without farmers, Metchosin will bebirthing process
pandemic
is needed; always
but so has the
come an estate community; the fields
the sheep require
anxiety and
feeding and water- will be empty of livestock and replaced”
worry regarding. Bottle-fed
ing the safety
lambs need to
of the farmers
be fed and the
and their workbarns need to be
ers. If a farmer
cleaned. Farmers involved in local in sheep farming with rotational
falls ill or needs to self-isolate,
grazing in open small pastures
“ethically-raised livestock” need
the animals still must be fed and
or paddocks. By moving grazto be diligent, reliable, thorough,
watered and there is no seconding livestock between pastures as
knowledgeable, tenacious, and
ary work force who could easily
needed depending on the state
tough. At the helm of this exstep in. Sadly, the volunteers who
of the pasture and the nutritional
hausting and seemingly frenzied
have worked at the farm durand forage needs of the sheep,
sheep operation are John and
ing lambing season (some for 20
it allows the pastures to recover
years) have been told they must
Lorraine helped by their loyal
after the sheep have grazed.
stay away. The farm’s pandemic
workers. The farm store is run by
The focus on the security of
bubble is already large because
Molly Buchanan and is located on
food and its origins and the role
it includes the farmers, abattoir
Lindholm Road next to the farmof Metchosin farmers catalysed
workers and their families who all
house. The farm-stand sells lamb
by the global pandemic have also
encounter truck drivers, grocery
and mutton as well as chicken

Gardening Workshops and Seedling Sales
• April 10- Seeds and Starts Sale: 9am-4pm

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

• May 8 - Seeds and Starts Sale: 9am-4pm

250-889-6161

• Manure and Organic Fertilizers for sale

250-642-4044

or

since 1980

Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

•. Year Round Farm Stand: Tue & Sat

More info: www.seablufffarm.com/
Certiﬁed Organic IOPA
workshops
# 1920 since 2013

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship
and Education
in our

Community
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Registered charity

store employees and restaurant
workers. The potential danger of
a large bubble weighs heavily on
John and Lorraine’s minds. They
carefully persevere with their cando attitude and incredible work
ethic. Their commitment to their
livestock and their community is
commendable.
I truly believe that the key to
Metchosin remaining a productive rural community is in the resilience, adaptability, and success
of our local farmers like Lorraine
and John Buchanan. Without
farmers, Metchosin will become
an estate community; the fields
will be empty of livestock and
replaced with one large house. “If
every household in Metchosin
could commit to weekly buying local vegetable and fruit and
Metchosin-raised eggs or meat,
this would enormously support
our local farmers.”
Contact information for Parry
Bay Sheep Farm is:
4335 Lindholm Road, Metchosin,
250-478-9628.
www.parrybaysheepfarm.com/
www.parrybayfarmmarket.
com/ and Facebook
ParryBaySheepFarm and
ParryBayFarmMarket.
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Metchosin Community House  

HOUSE
HAPPENINGS

Out and About with Scouts

In response to the current province-wide restrictions, the
Metchosin Community House programs, viewing of art on the wall
and rentals are cancelled. The only exception is the VIHA Adult
Day Program as this program is permitted under the current health
order.
No private rentals will be permitted or booked until further
notice. Masks are required to be worn by anyone entering the
Community House.
The Community House Office will remain closed until further
notice. Emails and phone messages will be checked periodically.
The Office will re-open when Public Health Orders permit.

ONGOING PROGRAMS:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program: 9:00
am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile program coordinator Ken Hillicke
at 250-213-2440.
Photo by Duncan Blackman

The Beavers went on a hike on the last day of February. They hiked from Matheson Lake to Roche Cove
Park. The colony also welcomed Echo, Sara, and Sami back after a little break, and got to meet two new
members for the colony: Grayson and Benjamin.
The 14th JdF Venturers volunteered an afternoon with the Bilston Watershed Habitat Protection
Association, www.bilstoncreek.org. They learned about the importance of the waterway that runs alongside
Sooke Road, and its many channels throughout our communities. A beautiful riparian and fish spawning
creek with trout, it also suffers the negative impact of so much contaminated products, such as plastics,
styrofoam, packaging, metals, and more. In the short time the Venturer company gave their best efforts, they
hauled up a few hundred pounds of refuse. The beauty of this running water is that it eventually ends up going over Sitting Lady Falls at Witty’s Lagoon Regional Park in Metchosin.

Metchosin Community House  
4430 Happy Valley Road Info: 250-478-5155 Email: mcahouse@telus.net

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Photo: Charles Knighton

Know Your Metchosin Wildlife

Working
for our
community
Hon. Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd 1

A full Oystercatcher nest

A full Tomato Bird nest

Photos by Fiona Harmersley Chambers

WE ARE
LOOKING FOR
A METCHOSIN
PROPERTY
TO BUY
If you are thinking of
moving, contact us.
metchosinbound@gmail.com

2018-04-12 2:26 PM

Making a difference with
Responsible Investing
Responsible Investing the "SRI Perspective"

Family of four
Long time Metchosin fans
Currently in Langford
Flexible on timing

Environmental, Social and Governance policies
support Global Energy Transition, Sustainable Food
Production and Ethical Business Culture.

Learn More

Private Sale or Use of an Agent
Keith Haigh
Financial Advisor
2244 Sooke Rd, Unit 110,
V9B 1X1
250.391.1655
keith.haigh@edwardjones.com
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Avril Sotte

One of the most creative driving forces
in Metchosin, Betty Hildreth, appears to
be mobilizing the artistic community to
take on yet another adventure. Inspired
by recently acquired cutting-edge animation know-how within the ranks of the
Metchosin Arts and Culture Centre
Association (MACCA), and by the still
popular science fiction movie series Star
Wars”, Hildreth has started the process of
producing a singularly Metchosin flavoured, animated sci-fi movie.
“The Empire Strikes Back” was one of
the earliest and, in this writer’s opinion,
still one of the best of the “Star Wars” movies, with memorable human and non-human characters, spectacular visual effects
and a dramatic ‘good versus evil’ plotline.
In Hildreth’s current thinking, a new movie
could involve the creatures who make
Metchosin their home (the good guys)

coming together to fight back against the
ever-encroaching forces in other communities (the bad guys) who threaten to take
away their precious, natural Metchosin
habitat.
The advanced technology being considered is similar to that in the movie Avatar
where actors are filmed in their roles but are
wearing special costumes with electronic
points that allow them to be digitally recreated as animated characters – complete with
all the moves and expressions made by the
actors.
Excited with the prospect of her filmdirectorial debut, Hildreth commented,
“This is very complex and is made even
more so by the fact that we want to use
Metchosin animal life filmed in its natural
habitat. So, the final product will almost
certainly have to be some blend of this
technology with old fashioned animation.”
The group has been very fortunate to
obtain the services of a naturalist-cinematographer, Looke Slywatcher, who is not

only familiar with the technology but is also
an inveterate Star Wars fan and is up for the
challenge.
Slywatcher has already identified and
photographed (see photos) potential ‘actors’ for the roles of: the male lead, Horn
Solo; the female lead, Princess Lay-medown; the comic relief role of Chewbarker;
and, from the Dark Side, Death Vulture
- although Hildreth suggests the casting of
this role is still “up in the air”.
“There is a lot to do, including getting
all the necessary permissions and training
the creatures” said Hildreth, “but we are
hopeful this will bring great prestige to both
the Metchosin artistic and environmental
community. We look forward to the Muse
being able to announce the premiere performance in the not-too-distant future. We are
not sure whether it will be in 2022 or 2023,
but, whatever year, we are confident that
the announcement would be in the April 1,
edition.”

Horn Solo’s faithful companion impressed
the film’s director with his mastery of the
dialogue. She described it as,“just wuffly.”

The enticing heroine who ensures that Horn Solo
does not remain solo all the time.

The dashing hero of the contemplated
upcoming movie: Metchosin Strikes Back.

The menacing flesh-eater
from the Dark Side

Director Hitchcock-Hildreth attempts to train a local bovine for the role as one of Death Vulture’s army of Storm Poopers.

All photos by Looke Slywatcher
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On Metchosin
Wilderness Camp
Bev Bacon

You can’t take the WILD out of WILDERNESS.
Nature isn’t a toy or a game.
You either have the experience and grow richer,
or lose out. It won’t be the same.
Boys and girls raised in nature
become healthy, confident, and strong.
To sell off their pristine forest
seems so glaringly wrong.
Bundles ready for delivery by Iman Zandieh and sons Naim and Sasha. Photo by Mojdeh Baghaei

Thank you, Metchosin

Please, if you’re listening, directors,
Keep with the original vision.
Selling forest is selling future.
Give up on the planned subdivision.

We Achieved Our Goal and More
Nan Hsieh

This year in the February issue of
the Muse the Baha’i of Metchosin,
along with the help of Westshore
4-H Clubs, extended an invitation to the community to support our annual Towel Bundle
Project for the shower program
that runs at Our Place Homeless
Shelter downtown. We normally
have a party in the Metchosin
Community Hall and invite everyone to come and put together
towel bundles with toiletries
and socks, enjoy some musical
entertainment and socialize over
finger food.
This year due to restrictions
we could not congregate so
decided to explore the possibility
of a drive through drop off event
and Metchosin Community Hall
Committee, after reviewing our
COVID protocol, kindly gave us

approval. So, we invited you, the
community, to come on February
14, 21 and 28. When February 14
rolled around, we were digging
out from under our annual winter
snow fall and the Community
Hall parking lot was impossible
to access. That left us with only
two drop off dates on the 21 and
28 and you rose to the occasion.
Though we were not able to make
the bundles like we usually do,
you dropped off 373 towels. This
was more than we have ever collected before! Hats off to the 4-H
Group who made bright, cheerful
‘thank you’ posters for the donors
to see and who also managed to
collect and deliver 100 towels.
We were thrilled. Their participation buoyed our confidence and
spirits. A big sincere thank you
to Westshore 4-H members and
leaders for your support.
Besides towels, people also
generously donated hundreds of

socks and toiletries. Let’s just say
that there will be a lot of people
able to brush their teeth and have
all the toiletries needed for a very
satisfying shower at Our Place
for some time to come. Then
there was the donation of a huge
plastic bag full of knitted toques,
mitts and scarves created by one
individual for our project. Thank
you so much for your generous
donation!
Thank you, Metchosin for your
generous and cheerful hearts.
We were cheered each time a
donation was delivered not only
because of the contribution but
because of the happiness and joy
with which you gave. We couldn’t
see your smiles, but we could see
the twinkle in your eyes and hear
your friendly voices. Everyone
was so happy, and we think Our
Place is happy too. Our sincere
and deepest appreciation!

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4
Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel
CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

GET 0% ON SELECT
MODELS* DURING
MAHINDRA’S RED TAG
SALES EVENT!

Tractor Time Equipment
4377C Metchosin Road
Victoria, BC V9C 3Z4
Ph. 250.474.3301
Fax 250.483.6252
Cell 250.588.2195
www.tractortime.com

SMITH TRACTOR
0000 Street Name .Town Name
000.000.0000 .dealersite.com
*Available 0% APR financing on purchases of selected new Mahindra
tractor models from participating dealers’ inventory on qualified
purchases through Mahindra Finance US LLC. A down-payment may
be required for selected tractor models. Subject to credit review and
approval and other terms and conditions. All financing is in Mahindra
Finance USA LLC’s sole discretion. Offer available for a limited time only
and subject to change without notice.
MahindraUSA.com © 2020 Mahindra USA Inc.
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Ken’s Fight Poem
Bev Bacon

1407-4495 Happy Valley Road • 250.478.5150
info@metchosinseniors.ca • www.metchosinseniors.ca

Ken is a warrior
with strength and drive.
Whatever the challenge,
he will survive.
Ken will use his firm command,
and in his calm and stoic way,
he’ll tell his body to fight like hell
to drive the errant cells away.
Know that Metchosin holds you dear, Ken and Laura.
We have you in our hearts.
Best wishes from the Muse team.

Visit the Muse website!
Current issue • Back issues • Extras• Advertising
rates • Contacts

www.metchosinmuse.ca

2021 MSA Board of Directors: Top left to right: Deirdre Chettleburgh, Chair; Bonnie Hardy;
Sarah Richardson; Helen Fletcher, Vice-Chair; Jennifer Burgis; Sandy Jenkins; Kim Schlieper, Treasurer;
Carol Carman, Secretary; with Sharie Epp, Council Liaison, bottom centre. Photo MSA.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE
METCHOSIN SENIORS’
ASSOCIATION
The annual general meeting of the Metchosin Seniors’
Association was held on March
16. The AGM provided members with an opportunity to hear
about the previous year’s operations and finances. All the Board
members stood for re-election
and were appointed by a unanimous vote.
VACCINE APPOINTMENTS
FOR SENIORS
The vaccine call centres for
seniors are open and the hours
are 7 days a week from 7 am to
7 pm. Phone 1-833-348-4787 to
book your appointment. Please
contact the SRC if you need
assistance or require a ride to
get your vaccination. NOTE the

COVID-19 immunization schedule is accelerating quickly so
check with the call centre or visit
www.gov.bc.ca/covid-19 regularly
for updates.
Phone Island Health at 1-833348-4787. Island Health clinic
locations can be found at
covid19.islandclinics.ca. The
schedule is subject to change so
check with the call centre or visit
the website for updates.
VOLUNTEER FOR TECH
SUPPORT OR DRIVING
Volunteers are needed to provide tech support to seniors with
computers, tablets, laptops, and
mobile phones. Volunteers are
also needed to drive seniors to
appointments and for groceries.
An hour or two of your time each
month translates into a significant contribution to the seniors
in our community. If you are

willing to lend a hand, or even if
your significant other just wants
you out of the house more, please
drop us a line.
TAKE A TELE-TEA BREAK
Join us for afternoon tea from the
comfort of your own home. Our
free phone-based tele-teas provide an opportunity to socialize,
enjoy friendly conversation and
stay connected. We meet on the
second and fourth Wednesdays
at 3:00 pm. All you need is
a landline or mobile phone.
Contact Laurie at the SRC to get
connected.

www.metchosinseniors.ca
Our restaurant
operations are closed
at this time; we truly
thank our wonderful
community for the
incredible support
over the years!

G
L

Now offering

E

Pizza

N

3:00–7:00 pm

R

Neapolitan Style
Friday & Saturday
Pickup only
See our website for menu

GLENROSA
FARM

5447 Rocky Point Road
Metchosin

250-478-6186
www.glenrosafarm.com

O
S
A

Order your Seeds for 2021!
100% Metchosin-Grown Seeds • Local Pickup Available
250+ Varieties • Certified Organic

Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405

10% Off Online Orders for Muse Readers
Enter code M U S E2021
at Online Checkout

www.metchosinfarm.ca

IOPA 1962
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BC Bats – Hope to See You This Spring,
But Not Too Soon!
Bats are also occasionally
spotted flying on relatively warm
winter days or evenings. Healthy
bats may wake up to drink or even
eat, if insects are active. Enjoy these
With spring around the corner,
sightings, and remember to let us
researchers in BC are waiting for
know when and where winter bat
bats to appear from hibernation.
activity was observed.
Just like seeing snowdrops and
If you find a dead bat, report
daffodils, seeing an occasional bat
it to the BC Community Bat
means spring is coming. However,
Program
dead bats or bats
www.bcbats.ca,
reawakening earinfo@bcbats.ca,
lier than usual can
or 1-855-922-2287
indicate trouble.
“...identifying and tracking the spread ext. 24 as soon as
Both can be signs
possible for further
of white-nose
information. Please
syndrome (WNS), of the disease relies heavily on public
note that if you or
a fungal disease
your pet has been
responsible for the assistance.”
in direct contact
death of millions
with the bat you
of bats in eastern
will need further
North America.
toll-free phone number, website,
information regarding the risk of
WNS is spreading on the west
or email below. Bat carcasses will be rabies to you and your pet.
coast. Confirmed to the west and
submitted for testing for white-nose
Currently there are no treateast of the Cascade Mountains
in Washington State, just 150 km
syndrome and would provide the
ments for White Nose Syndrome.
south of the BC-US border, the
earliest indication of the presence
However, mitigating other threats
presence of the fungus is very worof the disease in BC. Reports of
to bat populations and preservwinter bat activity will help focus
risome for the health of our bat
ing and restoring bat habitat may
research, monitoring and protecpopulations. The disease has near
provide bat populations with
tion efforts.
100% mortality for some species
the resilience to rebound. This
While bats are generally hiof bats exposed to the fungus,
is where the BC Community Bat
including the familiar Little Brown bernating out of sight this time of
year, not every winter bat sighting Program and the general public
Bat. Although devastating for bats,
can help. Funded by the Habitat
signals disaster. Bats often hiberWNS does not affect humans.
Conservation Trust Foundation,
nate by themselves in a woodpile
Detection of WNS in BC is chal- or basement entryway. If possible, the Forest Enhancement Society
of BC, the Province of BC, the
lenging because our bats hibernate
these sleeping bats should be left
Habitat Stewardship Program,
singly or in small groups across the alone. Keep your distance, snap
and the BC Community Bat
province. This means that identify- a photo, and report to the BC
Program, Habitat Acquisition
ing and tracking the spread of the
Community Bat Program. If you
Trust works with the government
disease relies heavily on public asmust move a bat, visit
and others on public outreach
www.bcbats.ca for advice.
sistance. To monitor the spread of
activities, public reports of
the disease, we need more eyes on Remember to never touch a bat
with your bare hands.
roosting bats in buildings, our
the ground. Outdoor enthusiasts
Mandy Kellner, Provincial
Coordinator BC Community Bat
Program

and homeowners with roosts on
their property may be the first to
find evidence of trouble.
Signs of the disease include unusual bat activity in winter and the
appearance of dead bats outdoors
as they succumb to the effects of
WNS. We are encouraging the
public to report dead bats or any
sightings of winter bat activity to
the BC Community Bat Program

Getting Ready for Spring!
Tara Thom

In preparation for spring and
the baby season, the staff at Wild
ARC have some tips on how
to prevent situations where we
interfere with wildlife. If we take
the proper steps we can avoid
instances where wild animals are
injured or orphaned and need to
be brought in to Wild ARC
for rehabilitation.
Nesting season is here and
we want to ensure that we
do not disturb the little ones
while they grow. Please consider pruning and trimming

shrubs and branches before the
baby season begins. Nests or
baby fledgling birds will often be
found in or around bushes and
shrubs and they can easily be accidentally injured by trimming

Thank you to all essential
workers for your continued
efforts to keep others safe,
healthy, and fed during the
COVID-19 pandemic

MP Randall Garrison
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
250-405-6550
randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca

equipment. If you are going
to prune your yard during the
baby season, please be careful
and look out for nests and birds
before doing so.
Eastern Cottontail rabbits
nest in shallow depressions in
the ground, covered with a mix
of fur and dry grass. Before you
mow or weed-whack your lawn,
please do a walk-through of
the area to ensure that there
is no nest or baby bunnies
hidden in the grass. The
mothers do not remain on
or near the nest, they leave
the bunnies hidden, returning briefly at dusk and dawn to
nurse them.
Raccoons are opportunistic
animals like many other species
of wildlife. They thrive in urban
areas and garden sheds, garages
or spaces underneath decks
are perfect den sites for them
to have their kits. If you do not
want a raccoon creating a den
site on your property, please
consider giving an old garage
or garden shed a good clean to
ensure there are no entry points
for any animals to get inside.
Consider using an AnimalKindaccredited wildlife-control
company to help you prevent
unwanted house guests during
baby season.
If you see any wild animals
that are injured or in distress,
please feel free to give us a call
and we will be happy to assist:
1-855-622-7722.

Townsend’s Big-eared Bat hangin’ out in an entryway this winter.
Photo by Sunshine Coast Wildlife Project

citizen-science bat monitoring
program, and developing batfriendly communities.
To contact the BC Community
Bat Program, see
www.bcbats.ca,
email info@bcbats.ca or
call 1-855-922- 2287 ext. 24.
Contact: Mandy Kellner,
Provincial Coordinator, BC
Community Bat Program

250-837-1376, info@bcbats.ca
or Ronna Woudstra, Regional
Bat Coordinator for Southern
Vancouver Island and the
Southern Gulf Islands, Habitat
Acquisition Trust.
White-nose syndrome occurrence map – by year (2021).
Available at www.whitenosesyndrome.org/where-is-wns.

Going to the
Old Metchosin
Schoolhouse
Joannie Challenger

Eileen Downs has fond memories of what school was like in the old
Metchosin schoolhouse on Happy Valley Road. The granddaughter of
Hans and Lillian Helgesen and daughter of Tom Helgesen, she grew
up in Metchosin and well remembers attending the school back in the
1940’s.
“The little school used to be located behind the big building, not
where it is now. For a while it was left vacant and used for storage.
When the war came, though, there was an influx of children to the area
from the army camp at Albert Head and the quarantine station at Mary
Hill, and they had to open the little building again.”
Eileen attended both the little and big schoolhouses, and remembers
that there was a time when students from different grades were taught
in the same room of the big school. “When the little schoolhouse reopened Mrs. Helgesen taught the younger children in the little school,
while Mrs. Yorston and Mrs. Gildae taught the older students in the big
school,” she recalled.
“In those days students had to bring in wood for the round heater
that kept everyone warm, and there were outhouses outside, one for the
girls and one for the boys. School started outside, with everyone singing ‘O Canada’, then we’d come in to say the Lord’s Prayer, and teachers
would inspect our hands to be sure that they were clean. If you had dirt
under your nails you were sent to the cloakroom to clean them!”
“For fun we played hide-and-go-seek, as children do now. I remember one time climbing one of the trees to hide; it was a great place to
hide as no one could find me up there! We also played Auntie I Over,
with half the class on one side of the school and the rest on the other
side, throwing the ball over the top of the little schoolhouse. We played
baseball, as kids do now, but we sometimes had to retrieve the ball from
the church graveyard.”
Eileen’s stories give us a glimpse into what school must have been
like in Metchosin years ago. As the first school built in BC after
Confederation, and now a museum, it’s encouraging to know that it
will be preserved for future generations to appreciate.
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Work underway: left to right are Sharie Epp, Iman Zandieh, Bob Burgis (project
manager), Brian Grant and Wes Johnson. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Schoolhouse
Restoration
Progress
Well, the weather wasn’t great for working
on the Schoolhouse Museum restoration
in February and March, but the building
has now passed its structural inspection,
thanks to work done by Timberhawk
Homebuilders Ltd. Rotten pieces have
been replaced, and hardworking volunteers Brian Grant, Imam Zandieh and Wes
Mitchell have insulated and sheathed the
front wall. You may notice when you drive
by that the porch and entry way doors have
now been replaced by doors from the same
period as the building, donated from the
Sooke farm of Sandy Helgesen. Inside, the

archive room has a new (to the Museum)
door from the 1920s, which was donated
by Colleen Brown and her husband.
By the time you read this, Timberhawk
will be building the front porch, back deck
and stairs. Pardell Electric should be able
to complete the electrical work soon, and
BC Hydro will then be able to reconnect
power to the building.
Donations to the School Museum
Society have been gratefully received from
Slegg Building Materials, who contributed
$2000 in gift cards, and from Sooke School
District, which donated $2000. Many
thanks to all who have so generously supported the restoration project!

We are very pleased to announce that
the Metchosin Museum Society has been
awarded a grant of $46,200 from the
Unique Heritage Infrastructure stream
of the Province of BC’s Community
Economic Recovery Infrastructure
Program (CERIP) through its program delivery partner, Heritage BC, to further and
complete restoration and refurbishment of
the Metchosin Schoolhouse Museum.
This is in addition to a previous heritage
grant from Heritage BC to undertake restoration work on the Museum which honours the first public school built in British
Columbia after joining Confederation. The
school was built in 1872 and served the
educational needs of Metchosin until 1949
and intermittently thereafter until 1954.
The refurbishment work being done to
the Museum will help ensure that when
Metchosin celebrates the school’s 150th
anniversary in 2022, it will survive another
150 years.
THE GRANT WILL HELP PAY FOR:
• Removal of old interior insulation from
the walls and ceiling and replacement
with new;
• Removal of visible, surface electrical wire cable from interior walls and
replacement with flush wiring.
This work includes wall mounted heaters

a

with circulating fans, installation of
outlets and new exterior lighting front
and back, installation of 2 GFI plugs,
continued replacement of incandescent
lighting with LED lighting, and changing wall attachments to meet code.
• Milling of replacement siding to 1890s
specification, and installation

– it’s
impeckable

• Sanding, prepping and painting of both
the interior and exterior walls. This work
includes locking in lead-painted walls in
the interior.
• Replacement of doors and, if necessary,
the replacement of window and door
jambs, and
• Development of wheelchair access and
re-levelling of floors.
All of this work helps preserve this
Designated Historic Site and helps put the
Museum on a solid structural and physical
foundation to carry the museum for many
years into the future.
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Metchosin
Schoolhouse
Museum Grant

The ‘lookout’ tree lost in recent storms.
Photo by Laurence West
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Joannie Challenger

Turning vegan
would be
a missed steak

Cosmic Ray of Cosmic
Rays Design

APRM
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METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
“Sustaining arts and contemporary culture
where most of us experience it.”

ASSOCIATION for the PROTECTION of RURAL METCHOSIN
2021 Membership Campaign

JOIN US IN PROTECTING RURAL METCHOSIN
The APRM is dedicated to the values that
preserve, protect and promote rural Metchosin.
We need your help and involvement.
In 2020 we waived membership fees due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
In 2021, we are now asking to renew or begin your support.

STUDIOS@MACC – highlights – find the full stories on our website!

FEATURED ARTIST

It’s easy!
Our new membership fee is $10/per-person for two years.

Pay by E-transfer:
metchosinaprm@gmail.com
Drop off:
Metchosin General Store
Mail a cheque:
#2-4401 William Head Road, RR1 Victoria, BC V9C 3Y6
Special thanks goes to the APRM members who attended
and took notes at District Council meetings throughout 2020.
Our members receive these important Council updates.
Donations are gratefully accepted.

Metchosin ArtPod Learn more at
Currentwww.metchosinaprm.org
show
Metchosin ArtPod

ision: Photo-Based
Art
Current show

Metchosin ArtPod’s Current Show:
Re-Vision: Photo-Based Art

Re-Vision:
March 6 - May 2
Photo-Based
March
6 -Art
May 2
Saturday
- Sunday

Feature Artist
Lorna Zaback
+ 23
Southern
Vancouver
Island artists

Saturday - Sunday

Feature 11am
Artist:
Lorna
- 4pm
11am
- 4pm Zaback
Plus 23 Southern
Metchosin ArtPod
Vancouver
Island
Artists
4495
Happy
Valley
Road
Metchosin
ArtPod
(Old School Building)

4495 Happy Metchosin
Valley Road
SHOW:
E: metchosinartpod@gmail.com

F:
facebook.com/metchosinartpod
March(Old
6 – School
May
2 Building)
W:metchosinartpod.ca
Metchosin
Saturday–Sunday
E: metchosinartpod@gmail.com
11:00
am – 4:00 pm
F: facebook.com/metchosinartpod
Upcoming show—call foW:metchosinartpod.ca
r submissions
Juror’s Choice Award Alison Taylor

Juror’s Choice Award Alison Taylor

Jurors’ Choice Award: Alison Taylor

Feathers,
Fur and
Fauna
CALL
FOR
SUBMISSIONS

ng show—call for sUpcoming
ubmissishow:
ons

Feathers, Fur and Fauna
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS

APRIL 2021
Guest Juror: 11Heidi
Chartrand, Osteoartist

eathers, Fur and Fauna
This juried exhibition, running for May and
Guest Juror: Heidi Chartrand- osteoartist

This juried exhibition, running at Artpod
for May and June 2021, will be a celebration of all the animals on our green,
brown, white and blue planet. Submissions can be of any animal, in any media.
All works must be for sale. Maximum
three entries per artist with a $10 per
item non-refundable submission fee.

June 2021, will be a celebration of all the
animals on our green, brown, white and blue
planet.
Submissions can be of any animal, in any
media. All works
For more must
details: be for sale. Maximum
DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSIONS
http://metchosinartpod.ca/submissionthree
entries
per
artist with a $10 per item
guidelines .
11 APRIL 2021
non-refundable submission fee.

Guest Juror: Heidi Chartrand- osteoartist

FMI: metchosinartpod.ca/submission-guidelines
This juried exhibition, running at Artpod
for May and June 2021, will be a celebration of all the animals on our green,
4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
brown, white and blue
planet. Submismetchosinartpod@gmail.com
sions can be of any animal,
in any media.
metchosinartpod.ca
All works must be for sale. Maximum
three entries per artist with a $10 per
#MetchosinArtPod
item non-refundable submission
fee.
For more details:
http://metchosinartpod.ca/submissionguidelines .

Spring is in the air!

Share your favourite Metchosin Spring photo to
metchosinmuse@gmail.com

Ivy Kent
The @Point of View exhibition space in the Metchosin Art Centre hallway will feature oil paintings by Ivy Kent-Popow. Many Metchosinites will remember Ivy for her weekly column “Goldenrod” published in the Goldstream Gazette for many years. The articles were always accompanied
by her sketch of a graceful, nodding goldenrod.
Through a personal connection with Judy and Larry Tremblay, many of Ivy’s paintings were left
with them after she passed away. Judy and Larry wrote, “Being Ivy’s neighbour, Ivy Kent-Popow was probably the most down to earth person that we have ever met. She loved nature and
animals, especially cats. Ivy welcomed our grandchildren into her home and showed them the
basics of how to draw. We feel privileged to have known her, and miss her to this day.” A full
feature article on Ivy’s life is on page 9 in The Best of The MUSE, Volume Two, in an interview by
Stevie Bahrey.
This month-long show will include a sale of Ivy’s works via Silent Auction. Proceeds will help provide LED track lighting in the @POV exhibit space. @POV exhibits can be viewed any time during
the day, with weekend hours similar to ArtPOD opening times. A COVID mask is required.

STUDIO DIRECTORY
MACCA Office
Room #1036: Regular office hours are each Wednesday 10:00 am – 1:30 pm, however our volunteers are often at the Centre coordinating and interacting with the community. If you see us
working in and around the building drop by and say hello. info@metchosinartcentre.ca
Shift-It Studio
Room # 1034: Christina Merkley offers graphic facilitation, coaching, team building, and leadership training. Be guided through mastering visual skills for that personal and/or business SHIFT.
shift-it-coach.com
Points of View Exhibit Space (@POV),
Main floor and upstairs hallways: A great opportunity for both established and emerging artists
to display their works. The exhibition space is free. New shows are displayed each month. Exhibits
are extremely popular with the viewing public. Contact MACCA to discuss exhibiting your art or
proposing exhibitions. info@metchosinartcentre.ca
Shiloh Music
Room # 1033: Josh Mansfield offers access to a sound booth, audio recording, expert guitar repairs
and lessons, plus multi-camera Zoom lessons and live streaming. www.shilohmusicstudio.com
Metchosin ArtPod
Room #1031: This is a collective of local area artists engaging our community in art through exhibitions, workshops, classes, and events. See MUSE articles each month for the latest happenings.
.metchosinartpod.ca
Metchosin Seniors Resource Centre
Room # 1047: SRC supports the goal of an age-friendly community offering support, information,
socialization, and special events to meet the needs of our elders. See MUSE articles each month
for the latest happenings. metchosinseniors.ca
Huber Studio – The Written Word and Functional Art
Room #1028: The Written Word and Functional Art – Charla focuses on journalism, storytelling,
screenwriting, and the spoken word, incorporating the Indigenous perspective, inclusion, and
cultural respect. Her studio partner, eleven-year-old Soliel, is exploring leather work, beading,
cedar weaving, Claymation, and bath products. Watch for Zoom sessions from both artists.
charlahuber.com
Victoria College of Art
Room #TBA: In the final stage of transitioning from their long time site on Bank Street in Victoria, the college is facing the pandemic challenge that all educational institutions are navigating.
VCA’s on-line courses are going strong and they hope to welcome students on-site soon. With a
fabulous collection of art books, this will be a great resource in the community. vca.com
DIY Community Art Studio
Room #TBA: Do it yourself! Affordable daily or weekly art studio rentals available for your next
project. A flexible space to run workshops, webinars, seminars or your own creative calling.
MACCA wants to try this format of sharing a bookable large studio space with the community.
Drop us a line if you think you or your group may be interested in this idea in principle. Watch for
more information as the proposal develops. metchosinartcentre.ca
Art Lab
Room #2007: Artist Laura Gildner will be joining MACCA in February with long time Art Centre
member, Blair Taylor, in the creation of an art research lab. They are currently restructuring the
upstairs space in preparation for new collaborations. Watch for exciting videography, installations,
and exhibitions. Stay tuned.
blairtaylor.ca

Follow us on Facebook today @MetchosinArts
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
4495 Happy Valley Road – info@metchosinartcentre.ca
metchosinartcentre.ca
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RCMP Call-Outs
FEBRUARY 15 – MARCH 12, 2021

Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore
Feb 15 Duke Road
– Erratic driver, registered
owner later located and
given violation ticket.

Feb 23 Sooke Road
– Complaint of male
staggering in traffic, patrols
failed to locate.

Feb 16 Metchosin Road
– Landlord/tenant dispute.
Civil matter.
Sooke Road
– Erratic driver East bound,
vehicle not located.

Feb 25 Happy Valley Road
– Complaint of suspicious
uninsured vehicle, patrols
failed to locate.
William Head Road area
– Domestic dispute/assault, one person arrested.
Investigation continuing.
Taylor Beach
– Loud noise, someone
lighting fireworks, patrols
failed to locate anyone.
Kangaroo Road area
– Neighborhood dispute,
both parties spoken too.

Feb 17 Sooke Road
– Erratic driver, possible
impaired driver. Vehicle
located in Langford and
driver found to be sober.
Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of possible
bank fraud.
Haystock Road
– Report of drunk male
who had fallen, person
taken to hospital and vehicle towed from scene.
Feb 18 Sooke Road
– Person in breach of court
imposed conditions.
Feb 20 Pedder Bay Road
– Theft of items from a
boat.
Feb 21 Lindholm Road
– Request to check on
person’s welfare.
Feb 22 Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of possible
break and enter, determined
to be unfounded.
Kangaroo Road
– Assistance provided to
Shawnigan Lake RCMP regarding threats to a person,
one person given verbal
warning.

Feb 26 Sooke Road
– Erratic possible impaired
driver, vehicle located in
Langford and driver found
to be sober.
Feb 28 Metchosin Road
– Report of peaceful protest
involving a number of
people.
Rocky Point Road
– Erratic driver, vehicle
located and driver given
verbal warning.
Mar 1 Sooke Road
– Mischief to park gate,
locks cut, vandalism to
parking lot area.
Metchosin Road
– Family dispute/argument,
persons spoken to.
Sooke Road
– Erratic driver East bound,
possible impaired driver,
vehicle located in Langford
and driver found to be
sober.

Sooke Road
– Assistance provided to
ambulance service regarding intoxicated male.
Mar 3 Sooke Road
– Report of vehicle tailgating other vehicles, suspect
vehicle not located.
Mar 5 Kangaroo Road
– Report of shots fired,
one male located deceased,
investigation continuing.
Mar 6 Lindholm Road
– Parking complaint.
Lindholm Road
– Motor vehicle accident,
two motorcycles collided.
One person taken to hospital with injuries.
Mar 9 Metchosin Road
– Report of fraud, investigation continuing.
Sooke Road
– Threats to a person, investigation continuing.
Mar 10 Sooke Road
– Erratic driver, vehicle not
located.
Mar 11 William Head Road
– Police attended residence
to keep the peace regarding
domestic situation.
Sooke Road
– Erratic driver, vehicle
located in Langford and
driver found to be sober,
given verbal warning.
Sooke Road
– Erratic driver, Police attempted to stop the vehicle
which fled, determined to
be a stolen vehicle. Vehicle
later located at 17 Mile Pub.
Investigation continuing.

Fire Department
Call-Outs

FEBRUARY 2021

Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop
Check out the Metchosin Fire Department on Facebook
or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop

Feb 01
Feb 02
Feb 03
Feb 04

Feb 05

Lazzar Road
SFRes – Smoke/
Smell in Structure

Feb 15
Feb 20

Winter Road
Assistance
– Public Works

Feb 21

Seagirt Road
SFRes – Chimney

Happy Valley Road
Alarm Bells
– Intrusion
Parry Road
Assistance – BCAS
Kangaroo Road
Hydro
– Lines Down

Feb 10
Feb 12
Feb 13
Feb 14

Feb 26
Feb 27

Rocky Point Road
Open Burn
– General
Mary Hill Road
Medical – C
Duke Road
Hydro
– Tree on Lines
Pears Road
Medical – C

Gilbert Road
Medical – D

Rocky Point Road
Open Burn
– General

Leefield Road
SFRes

Feb 07

Feb 22

Barrow Road
Assistance – BCAS

Sutiacum Road
Assistance – BCAS
Marina
Medical – D

Kangaroo Road
Open Burn
– Camp Fire

SFRes – Structure Fire Residential
BCAS – BC Ambulance Service

Rescue – Animal
Olympic View
Medical – C
Winfall Road
Medical – D
Wright Road
SFRes

Neild Road
Alarm Bells
– Commercial

Happy Valley Road
Assistance
– General Public

We ♥ Locals

Talk to the Muse ! metchosinmuse@gmail.com

LATORIA
PHARMACY
Looking for personalized
Ask about
our foot care
care and advice?
nurse.
Transfer your prescriptions here.

115–611 Brookside Road
by the Red Barn Market
Phone 250-590-7012
Friday is ➭

250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

Hedging &
Special Orders
Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.

Winter Hours • Open by appointment
Call 250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca
Regular hours resumed in Feb or March depending on the weather

MY-CHO

SEN

Café

250-474-2333

Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere
and our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!
Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays

EN

MY-CHOS

PIZZA

Pickup after noon,
delivery after 4pm
250-474-5576

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads
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ArtPod Swings into Spring
Elaine L Hughes

It’s April already, and we are half
way through the current show
Re-Vision: Photo-Based Art. Make
sure you catch the show on weekends from 11:00 am–4:00 pm.
This fascinating show involves

artwork incorporating photography, including digitally or
mechanically altered and created
works, mixed media, collage, and
artwork using print-based techniques. Our feature artist is Lorna
Zaback and she has several of her
unique works on display. You can

CLASSIFIEDS
RENTAL NEEDED

SERVICE OFFERED

HELP! Being evicted for renovations. Quiet, responsible senior needs
small, affordable, detached cottage in
Metchosin as soon as possible.
Please call Robbie 250-391-0067

Getting Married Soon? Dale Morrison
is your local Marriage Officiant available through All Seasons Weddings.
250-642-0583 Check her credentials
at: allseasonsweddings.com

$10 per 25 words per edition. Deadline: 15th of each month.
Payment in advance preferably by e-transfer.
Contact Linda at amuselinda@gmail.com
or phone 250-590-0168.

The Grateful Pooch

Full grooms
Bath and Brush
Nail trims
www.thegratefulpooch.ca

250 508 1777

LIGHTHOUSE
Painting
Clean
Reliable
& Local

Interior & Exterior
20 Years Experience
WCB Insured • Free Estimates

1-250-509-0439 | shwnbrwn@icloud.com

also check out Lorna’s art on her
website at
www.lzabackphotography.com.
Also in April we have an
amazing online presentation by
photographer David Aharonian.
David will be providing an online
video of how to photograph art,
directed at artists who want to
have excellent quality photos
for show submissions, online
sales and social media. On April
16 at 7:00 pm the video will be
live-screened on Zoom, with a
question and answer period with
David. Access to the video and
to the talk is free. The Zoom link
is on our Facebook page under
Events. More about David and his
work can be seen on his website at
www.davidaharonian.com.
After our Re-Vision show ends,
our next show will be in May
and June entitled Feathers, Fur
& Fauna. The Call for Entries is
already open, in fact, the deadline for submission is April 11,
so get your submissions to us as

Rick Gardner

The average cricket oval measures
about four acres in area. This means
that each defender on the fielding
side patrols about half an acre each,
making cricket surely the safest
activity in these days of COVID and
social distancing.
The 2021 season is just around
the corner, and Metchosin Cricket
Club has unveiled new initiatives
to get even more players onto the
pitch this season. In addition to our
longstanding Div 1 and Div 2 adult
teams, and our youth program for
girls and boys ages six to twelve,
this season the Club is adding two
new opportunities for you to play.
The South Island Youth Cricket

Metchosin Fire Department:
250-478-1307

Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032

Police (Non-Emergency):
250-474-2264

District Office (office hours):
250-474-3167

AIR CADETS
250-590-3690
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
250-382-2052
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
metchosinaprm@gmail.com
FB Metchosin APRM
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
FREE RANGE SINGERS
250-478-3319
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384

project, and we are happy to tell
you that it will be happening
again for 2021! Local artists are
already hard at work to create a
beautiful deck of 36 new cards
that people can use in the field
or in the comfort of their homes
to identify local birds. The cards
will be printed mid-May and will
be available for sale at the ArtPod
later that month. Look for a kickoff event toward the end of May!
More details are available on our
website at
www.metchosinartpod.ca/
art-bird-card-2021.
Last but not least, for all those
who enjoyed our portrait show
back at the start of the year, we
remind you that our online portrait group is ongoing. Contact
dimark@shaw.ca or
desbond7@gmail.com to get on
the mailing list. You will get a new
image every Monday and then
you can send back your art by the
end of the week to have it posted
on our Facebook site.

COVID-Friendly Cricket Back
in Full Swing at the MCG

Metchosin Directory
ORGANIZATIONS

soon as possible. This exhibition
will be a celebration of all the
animals of our blue, green, white
and brown planet. Submissions
can reflect the diversity of our
natural world and can be submitted in any media. All works must
be for sale. This will be a juried
show and our normal submission guidelines apply – no more
than 3 entries per artist with a
$10 per item non-refundable
submission fee. Additional details
can be found on our website
at: www.metchosinartpod.ca/
submission-guidelines. Our guest
juror and feature artist for the
Feathers, Fur & Fauna show is
Heidi Chartrand, who will also
be running at least one workshop
during the show. Details will be
announced in due course on our
Facebook page and website. To
see more of Heidi’s work, have a
look at her website at:
www.heidiskulls.com.
Folks may also remember
last year’s Art Bird Card (ABC)

League has added a Junior Hardball
division for players ten to fifteen
years old, and begins its inaugural
season on May 1. The ‘Metchosin
Predators’ will be one of four original teams in this new division.
For everyone else, the club will
be hosting weekly Community Rec
Cricket sessions on Tuesday nights
starting April 27. This is perfect for
adults who want to try cricket for
fun, former players who may be a
little rusty, retired players who want
to come out and impart their wisdom, and for our up-and-coming
junior players to get some more
playing time. It’s a great way to stay
local, get some exercise, and enjoy
our beautiful Metchosin sunsets!
For further information regarding any of our teams or programs,

you can email the club at any of the
following addresses:
metchosin.cricket@gmail.com,
metchosin.predators@gmail.com,
or met.jr.cricket@gmail.com.
You can also drop by the
Metchosin Cricket Ground anytime.
There will be action on the field
almost every evening.

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

911

• Save a life
• Report a fire
• Imminent safety
• Report a crime
• Report an accident

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
metchosinfoundation.ca

MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
250-642-0238

WEST SHORE PARKS AND RECREATION
250-478-8384
www.westshorerecreation.ca

METCHOSIN ARTPOD
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB
250-360-7557

NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com

WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org

BAHA’I FAITH
250-514-1757

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca
www.metchosinartcentre.ca
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub
METCHOSIN EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on
146.550. POD members can call FRS
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com
mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424
metchosinhall.com
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES
COOPERATIVE (MISC)
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-478-0765
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTRE
250-478-5150,
info@metchosinseniors.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca

ROUGH VOICE SINGERS
250-478-0553
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91,
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org

FAITHS
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
250-727-3722
OPEN GATE CHURCH
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN
Anglican Church of Canada
250-474-4119
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
THE SALVATION ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca

The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included
under “Events” on this page, or possibly as a separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

